Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 22, 2016
High School T-Bell Room
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Jr., Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower (arrived at 6:55 p.m.), Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco

Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the High School T-Bell Room. 

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to adopt the agenda with the addition of Approval of Town Council Meeting Dates for 2017 as item 9D and the addition of an executive session as item number 15 for attorney client privilege communication regarding a pension amendment and potential litigation and also item number 16 for possible action regarding executive session and move item 15 to item 17.  Voted (6-0) 
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of November 8, 2016 as written.  Voted (6-0)

Presentations

None

Public Remarks

None
Bids & Contracts
Bid Waiver for 250th Anniversary Village Center Clock
Mr. Piteo asked that this item be tabled to a future meeting.
Public Works Mason Dump Truck from State Contract

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to approve the purchase of a Ford 550 Mason Dump Truck from Crowley Ford and W.H. Rose off of State bid #10PSX0239 and 13PSX0146 in the amount of $70,000.  Voted (6-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Revision of Ordinance 45-5 – Submission of Proposed Budget by Town Manager
Since the bifurcation of the budget passed, it is recommended that the Town Government portion of the budget include all debt payments and capital requests.  Since the Board of Education cannot issue debt, the debt payments should be included in General Government.  The Capital portion should also be a part of the General Government budget in order to avoid impacting the Minimum Budget Requirements of the Board of Education.  Proposed language was provided to the Council for consideration.  A public hearing would need to be scheduled and then the Council will have the opportunity to discuss and vote on the modification. 
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to set a public hearing on December 13, 2016 at 6:15 p.m.  Voted (6-0)
Continued Business

Update on 250th Anniversary
Mr. Piteo reported that a meeting will be held on Monday, December 5th in the Town Hall Meeting Room at 6:30 p.m. to review the progress to date and the calendar for the 250th Anniversary celebration.  Also, at the first Town Council meeting in January, the town will receive a citation from the State regarding the anniversary.
New Business

End of Year Budget Transfers
Annually the Town transfers funds that were not spent at the end of the year to cover overages in specific line items.  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to waive the 2nd reading on this item.  Voted (6-0)

Mr. Philhower arrived at the meeting.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve the transfers listed on the attached for the 2015-2016 fiscal year and authorize the Finance Director to make any additional transfers, up to $5,000 (in the aggregate) that may be needed in order to close out the books for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  Further resolved, that the Finance Director shall report back to the Board of Finance and the Town Council of any additional budget transfers.  Voted (7-0)
Discussion of 71 North Main Street Driveway

Council members received a memo from the Planning & Zoning Official and the Public Works Director regarding the driveway at 71 North Main Street.  The Council members concluded that this issue is not a Town Council matter.  Any driveway requests would need to go to Public Works, Planning & Zoning and Inland Wetlands.
Discussion on Ordinance to Reconsider

With the recent legal opinion explaining that the Council can reconsider a motion they have made, it put the Town staff in a position without guidance and the staff could possibly begin implementing an action from the Council only to have it reconsidered.  In an effort to avoid this the Council could consider the option of developing an ordinance that would require all staff to wait 7 days prior to implementation unless otherwise noted in a motion made by the Council.

The Council members would like more information from the Town Manager and some draft language to be discussed at a future meeting.
Approval of 2017 Town Council Meeting Dates
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to waive the 2nd reading for this item.  Voted (7-0)

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Brown, to approve the 2017 meeting dates as presented.  Voted (7-0)

Town Manager Report

Update on RFP for Town Hall/Police Department
The RFP is posted on town website and the Department of Administrative Services site.  The responses are due by January 9, 2017,
Update on Community Renewal Team (CRT) Elderly Nutrition Program Funding

A meeting was scheduled with representatives from CRT but they did not attend the meeting.  The contract will be reviewed to determine the options for the town.  
Update on Christopher Brook

The box culvert was put in place on November 17th and the wing walls were installed on November 18th.  Back fill will be put in place and the steel sheeting will be removed.  The stop light at the site has been helpful.
Update on 13 Watrous Street
A walk through was done on the site on November 18th and a large stone pad was put down so the contaminated material does not leave the site.  Demolition work is being done on the roof and larger equipment used for the heavy demo is being delivered.
Update on Long Hill Road Property

The deed for this property was filed with the Town on November 16th and it has now been officially transferred to the Town.
Update on Natural Gas

The natural gas project has been completed $36,000 under budget.  This is a result of rebates and incentives for going to a cleaner and more efficient heating source.
Update on Eversource LED Streetlights

Eversource will be changing the Town’s streetlights to LED as current lights fail.
Update on Open Positions


Youth & Family Services Director


Negotiations are currently underway with a finalist and background checks are being completed.

Tax Collector


Interviews will be conducted with candidates in the coming weeks.
The Police Department position will be posted this week.

The Middle Haddam Association will be taking down the Middle Haddam School by the spring.

The new Police cruiser has arrived and will be used for traffic enforcement.

Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $257.86.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, commented that a meeting will be held on Monday, November 28th at 6:30 pm in the Library Community Room regarding the yellow ribbon ceremony in January.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

A Tri Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 29th at 6:30 pm in the High School T Bell Room.
Executive Session

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Reich, to enter Executive Session at 7:15 p.m. for attorney client privilege communication regarding a pension amendment and potential litigation, with the Town Manager invited into the session.   Voted (7-0)
Executive Session ended at 7:23 p.m.

Action Regarding Executive Session

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to give approval to sign the agreement contingent upon the approval of the global release. Voted (7-0)

Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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